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1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S MARCH 27 LETTER 
DELIVERED TO PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT BY DEPUTY SECRETARY 
CHRISTOPHER IN ANKARA ON MARCH 29: 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: AS YOU KNOW, WE HAVE RE- 
CENTLY CONDUCTED A THOROUGH REVIEW OF OUR EASTERN MEDITER- 
RANEAN POLICY IN PREPARATION FOR THIS SPRING'S CONGRESSION- 
AL HEARINGS RELATING TO THE 1979 SECURITY ASSISTANCE PRO- 
GRAM FOR TURKEY AND GREECE. I THOUGHT IT IMPORTANT THAT 
YOU RECEIVE DIRECTLY A FULL DESCRIPTION OF MY DECISIONS AS 
WELL AS AN EXPLANATION OF THE FACTORS WHICH ARE BEHIND THESE 
DECISIONS. FOR THIS REASON, I HAVE DISPATCHED WARREN 
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CHRISTOPHER TO MEET WITH YOU PERSONALLY. HE WILL SPEAK 
FRANKLY AND WITH MY FULL CONFIDENCE. 

1 WANT TO ASSURE YOU OF THE VITAL IMPORTANCE I ATTACH TO AN 
EARLY RESUMPTION OF THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND TURKEY. I HAVE THE GREATEST RESPECT 
FOR WHAT YOU ARE DOING TO BREAK THE IMPASSE IN THE AREA 
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WHICH HAS EXISTED FOR TOO LONG. WE HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY 
IMPRESSED BY YOUR INITIATIVE TO DEAL WITH THE DIFFICULTIES 
WHICH HAVE EXISTED BETWEEN YOUR COUNTRY AND GREECE, AND THUS 

I HAVE BEEN PLEASED TO LEARN THAT YOUR MEETING WITH PRIME 
MINISTER CARAMANLIS IN MONTREUX SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN A SUC- 
CESS IN OPENING THE WAY FOR FURTHER DIALOGUE. I AM ALSO 
IMPRESSED BY THE STRENGTH OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN 
TURKEY DESPITE WHAT WE RECOGNIZE ARE SEVERE STRAINS. I AM 
ALSO PLEASED THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS SUCCESSFULLY REACHED 
AGREEMENT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND, AND I 
SHARE YOUR HOPE THAT THIS STEP WILL BE FOLLOWED BY RENEWED 
INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL CONFIDENCE IN THE LONG-RUN ECONOMIC 
VITALITY OF TURKEY. 

AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, I BELIEVE THE PACKAGE WHICH WE ARE 
PREPARED TO PRESENT TO CONGRESS EARLY NEXT MONTH IS A BAL- 
ANCED AND FAIR RESPONSE TO THE CURRENT SITUATION IN THE 
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. I ESPECIALLY ENDEAVORED TO MAKE 
CONCRETE MY ADMINISTRATION S COMMITMENT TO STRENGTHENING 
OUR RELATIONS WITH YOUR NATION. I HOPE YOU WILL SEE IT AS 
A MAJOR MOVE FORWARD. 

THIS APPROACH IS NOT WITHOUT RISK. SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER 
WILL OUTLINE THE DIFFICULTIES THAT WE KNOW OUR APPROACH 
MUST OVERCOME TO BE SUCCESSFUL. HE WILL BE SEEKING YOUR 
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UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT SO THAT OUR SHARED GOAL OF RE- 
BUILDING OUR RELATIONSHIP CAN BE REALIZED. 

I WANT YOU TO KNOW HOW MUCH I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING WITH 
YOU IN WASHINGTON IN MAY. I HAVE BEEN GREATLY IMPRESSED 
BY WHAT I HAVE BEEN TOLD ABOUT YOU AND BY THE FORTHRIGHT 
WAY YOU ARE DEALING WITH THE CHALLENGES FACING TURKEY. 

WITH WARMEST REGARDS, SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. END QUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 
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